This is an impressive book. It has one thousand pages (exactly) divided into 54 chapters covering the full gamut of pharmacology from the fundamentals of receptor theory to clinical anaesthesia and therapeutics. What makes this book such a delight to read is that it's got useful sections on just about everything. While all of the major topics are covered in appro-priate detail, it touches upon other areas that are often delegated to the "fine print" in other texts. For example, the book devotes eight pages to modern theories of molecular basis of general anaesthesia, yet there are chapters on less familiar topics such as nutritional supplements, cardioplegia solutions and blood substitutes. In keeping with its aim of being useful to anaesthetists at all levels, most chapters cover both basic and clinical pharmacology with references to physiology and clinical medicine as appropriate. For a multi-authored text, its is surprisingly consistent in style and layout, and only one chapter (on anti-motility and anti-secretory agents) seems to have been written by somebody who forgot to read the Instructions to Authors guidelines properly!
The book has been designed to complement Miller's "Anesthesiology" and as such it is similar in size and design. It is, therefore, a substantial volume suited to the bookshelf and not the briefcase. I should think this book will become an indispensable text for the Department Library. Trainees will find it to be an exhaustive text that will serve them well through both of the College's assessments and practising anaesthetists who have perhaps been looking for a pharmacology text relevant to their clinical practice need look no further.
Highly The 2003 Year Book Series published by Mosby comprises thirty-one books, each addressing recent studies in a major medical specialty area. This volume is presented in twelve chapters, covering a broad field including perioperative risks, complications and outcomes; subspecialty areas such as paediatric, obstetric and cardiothoracic anaesthesia; pain management (acute, cancer and chronic); and critical care medicine.
Studies appear in abstract form (background, methods, findings conclusions; sometimes with a figure or table from the original article). Some are meta-analyses or systematic reviews, and, in all, 67 journals (anaesthetic, surgical and medical) are rep-601 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 32, No. 4, August 2004 
